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Sixth Report — “Listen to This – A review of Listen to Us: a report by the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People” — Tabling 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.10 am]: I am directed to present the sixth report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. 

[See paper 3669.] 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: This report is a review of the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s 
report “‘Listen To Us’: Using the views of WA Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people 
to improve policy and service delivery”, tabled in Parliament on 4 August 2015. It is arguably the largest 
consultation ever undertaken with Aboriginal children and young people in WA. Over 1 200 Aboriginal children 
and young people from across the state were canvassed for their views. 

This is the sixth report tabled by the committee in this Parliament. In it a number of findings have been made 
regarding the children’s commissioner to strengthen the outcomes of the consultation and the role of the 
commissioner. The committee finds that the commissioner’s office should be available to provide specific advice 
to agencies wishing to develop a program of direct consultation with children and young people. It also finds that 
the commissioner should develop and maintain a network of locally run Aboriginal organisations that could 
assist agencies in this endeavour. The commissioner’s office could become a conduit via which agencies and 
these local groups are brought together. The committee also finds that the commissioner’s office should back up 
the consultation by developing firm recommendations to the government. These recommendations should help 
guide policy change to improve service delivery so that there are measureable improvements in the outcomes of 
the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal children and young people. 

The report makes three recommendations to the government. The first recommends that improving outcomes for 
Aboriginal children and young people must be seen as core business for all agencies in this state. The second is 
that the government commits to a whole-of-government priority for relevant agencies to develop guidelines 
specifically tailored for direct consultation with Aboriginal children and young people. The third is that a whole-
of-government commitment be made to consult with Aboriginal children and young people so that their views 
can be taken into account in policy development and service delivery. The committee urges the government to 
take up these recommendations. 

At the time of writing this report, the announcement of a new permanent commissioner was made. 
Mr Colin Pettit has taken up the position since 16 November 2015 and the committee is encouraging him to 
continue the work started in this consultation. On behalf of the committee, I would also like to recognise the 
work of the former acting commissioner, Ms Jenni Perkins. I acknowledge the work of my committee members 
who remain committed to our work and to the role of the Commissioner for Children and Young People: 
Lisa Baker, MLA, chair; Hon Dr Sally Talbot, MLC; and Eleni Evangel, MLA. Finally, I would like to thank our 
principal research officer, Ms Renee Gould, and our research officer, Ms Vanessa Beckingham. 
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